CURRENTLY WORKING PART TIME AT SCRUPLES,
GEORGIA SMITHIES IS SET FOR A CAREER AS A FASHION DESIGNER.
HERE SHE TALKS ABOUT HER TASTES AND INFLUENCES AHEAD
OF HER SHOW AT THE GHD CENTRE IN LEEDS.

ost nineteen year dds have berely started
vorking out whet it is they went to do with
their lives, never mind sucoessfully adting upon
it. Gorgia is the exagption to the rule - she says
austorising dothes started when she wes little
and since then she hes aways wented to gointo
fashion design.

Wiilst studying in further education, she's produced
three adllections for fashion shows, so sheé's now
planning to delay higher education due to the
demends of her current schedule.

“A the moment I'mjust launching my own dothing
line within Jja Designs so 'mgoing to concentrate
on thet for the tine being. For thet range, Fmdoing
purely design and enrploying professiond tailors for
the technica side’

She sees her work & Sruples as anintrodudtion to
menswear; as nost of her design work hes focussed
onworen's lines.

“I've got alot of experience of the buying and selling
side of things being here, we tend to get quite

involved in thet so that’s been redlly good.”

“I love dl the ltalian lines espedally Pl Zderi, they
have such good lines and shepes and fittings, | think
I'd like to do sorething dong those lines if | vent
into mensweer - and WiliamHurt as well, is redly
modern and different.”

“Aso | think the lines we do in Hugo Baoss are redly
good. They're quite different, so we ve got something
for everybody redlly, as we have desigrers thet are
quite versatile and for dl ages.”

Afrequent visitor to London where she checks

out the latest looks and styles, Gorgiais keen to
broaden her horizons with Mlan and Paris in her
sights. Seis planning atrip to NewYork too, as
there she sees nore of a “strest-wear’ influence —
but her preference is définitely Italy, where she loves
the lines and auts of menswear.

“When the tailors fromPa Zderi care over here,
Aessandro had quite short trousers and a very fitted
jacket - it wes atatdly different style to whet we'd
exped hereand | redlly like thet.”

Beyond the shows that Georgiais aurrently working
on, sheis planning her own business.

“I'mlaunching nmy line at the morment and 'mtrying
to keep that stocked in boutiques in the northwest.
Vithin the next yeer or so | wertt to take it to London
and newhigh end boutiques.”

“| dso have a bespoke dress service for spedd
oacasions — so for eanple, a Sruples austoner’'s
wife could order a one off piece if they were
dtending a spead evertt.”

“Brentudly, I'd like to see my lines in boutiques all
around the LK maybe even in some chain stores but
keeping it as one-affs - | don't wart to be daing bulk.
Utinretely, the dreemwould be getting on London
fashion week; or even Mlan, with my oan showand
then who knows?’

Jja Designs
jojadesigns@googlemail.com



